Forcing Raise After Stayman (Following a
AINT Opening Bid)
The question that must be answered by a partnership is when

is ANT an initiation of an Ace Asking (1430) process and when
is 4NT a Quantitative Slam Invitation?

If you use the Forcing Raise method to confirm a trump suit
after Stayman then you have expanded the types of hands

you can describe.

With this hand and the following bidding:
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How do you pursue slam? If you use Forcing Raises then you
would use 4NT as a Quantitative Slam Invitation — describing
a hand with 16-17 HCP, a 4-card Spade suit and a lack of
support for Hearts. Opener can pass, bid 64 or bid 6NT.

What are Forcing Raises? Simply bid the other Major at a
Game Forcing level after Stayman. This method establishes
the trump suit so that 4NT is known to be Ace Asking (1430).

Forcing Raises

Forcing Raise following a Heart Response to 1NT and

Stayman
w|n~n|E]Ss . K?)O
v AQ109
INT| P | 24 + A94
2v | P [3a » K864
4w P JANT




Forcing Raises

Forcing Raise following a Spade Response to INT and

Stayman
w|N]E]|S L) Q%’ 09
v
INT P 2% + A94
24 | P |3v * K864
Aa P | ANT

Using the Forcing Raise mechanism, Responder’s 4NT is Ace
Asking (1430) based upon Hearts as trump suit.

Forcing Raise After Stayman (Following a
2NT Opening Bid)

The Forcing Raise mechanism over 2NT is in direct conflict
with Puppet Stayman. If you use Puppet Stayman, you
cannot use Forcing Raises, nor can you use Smolen over a
2NT opening bid.

Again, simply bid the other Major after Stayman. This
method establishes the trump suit so that 4NT is known to be
Ace Asking (1430).

W N E )
oNT| P | 3
3v | P |3a
av | P |anT

Using the Forcing Raise mechanism, Responder’s 4NT is Ace
Asking (1430) based upon Hearts as trump suit.

To learn more about this convention/our books (Beginning Bridge Using 2 Over 1, Beyond Beginning
Bridge Using 2 Over 1, and The 2/1 Gold Card System series) visit www.DiamondBooksPublishing.com.




